
 

 

 

Introduction 

World War II left Europe and the world in deep sorrow and with a feeling of having 

experienced the greatest tragedy in the history of humankind. At the same time, many 

people, among them politicians and religious communities’ leaders, expressed the belief that 

nothing like that would ever happen again. That – after Auschwitz and Treblinka, after 

Hiroshima and the soviet gulags of Kolyma – it will be impossible. That humankind has 

grasped the enormous potential of destruction it carries and – wiser because of this 

experience – it will not be able to produce more tragedies of a similar scale. 

However, history has turned out to be cruel: violence built on hatred took the shape of mass 

murders again – in Cambodia, East Timor, Yugoslavia, Darfur, and in recent years the ethnic 

cleansing of the Rohingya people, the death and suffering of hundreds of thousands of people 

in Syria, the mass executions of Yazidis in Iraq, victims of the armed conflict in Yemen, crimes 

against humanity on the Uyghur minority in China. But suffering and exclusion – on a much 

smaller scale – is today the experience of many people in our part of Europe, including Poland. 

The reasons for this exclusion vary, but their common denominator is usually belonging to a 

minority group: religious, ethnic, cultural, or linguistic. Aversion, contempt, hatred and even 

forms of physical violence are the experience of those who belong to minorities.    

Mass-scale crimes do not happen suddenly but grow on the soil of prejudice and hatred that 

infect the lives of societies if met with the consent and indifference of the elites. In times 

of crisis of authority figures, a strong voice of opposition to humans hating other humans is 

needed - the voice of people of conscience speaking together in the name of mutual 

respect, despite the differences between them.    

Our primary goal is to sensitize society to others being harmed and to send a clear message: 

that we do not give our consent to spreading hatred and that each member of the Community 

of Conscience – speaking from their own experience and drawing on the heritage 

of their religious community – wants to reach a wide audience with a message of respect for 

other people in their individuality and diversity. The Community of Conscience does not aim 

to function in a way similar to ecumenical or interreligious organizations; by design 

it is not going to be an institution or an NGO, but a voice of solidarity with those who 

experience contempt, exclusion or violence because of their identity.     

 

Mission Statement 

1. We are forming the Community of Conscience – A Coalition of Mutual Respect as free 

people of good will. Coming from different religious, ethnic and cultural backgrounds, we 

want our voice to express unity out of concern for fundamental human and civil rights.  

2. Our involvement in the Coalition of Mutual Respect is based on the experience of our own 

communities and on the values that are our heritage. At the same time, we emphasize 



 

the fact that many of these values unite us and make us speak with one voice on matters 

that are important to us.  

3. Our cooperation is based on mutual respect for the identity of the religious, ethnic and 

cultural communities to which we belong, and on respect for the dignity of every human 

being, regardless of their ancestry, religion or beliefs.  

4. We declare our willingness to take a joint position on issues that we consider important 

for our communities and for the entire Polish society.  This is how we understand our roles 

and responsibilities as people trusted by the communities we serve and the milieus we 

come from. This also is how we understand the call to seek what unites us.  

5. In our commitment to the Community, each of us is guided by his or her own conscience 

and acts in accordance with his or her own convictions while respecting the beliefs of 

those with whom we co-create this Community.  

6. Our goal is to counter hateful acts and hate speech which we continue to face in various 

spheres of social life, and to support efforts taken to further dialogue, understanding, 

mutual respect and community-building despite differences. We appeal to all people of 

good will to be sensitive to other human beings and to respect their dignity.  “Otherness” 

mustn’t exclude, it mustn’t be a reason for humiliation or discrimination. Each person is 

in some sense different and unique - and deserves our respect and solidarity.  

7. Our Community is based on openness and on the principle of equality. Among us are both 

women and men, lay people and clergy. We perform different functions, but each of us in 

his or her conscience decides to sign on to a common position.  

8. By creating this Coalition of Mutual Respect, we want to tell all our fellow citizens that 

democracy needs conscience.  People of conscience - able to choose good and distinguish 

it from evil – are the most important social capital. To be a person of conscience is to be 

demanding towards oneself in the first place.  
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